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Bloody Barbarous Murther, 
By William Cloſe, 
| Upon the Body of a Young V Voman at Lanbeth, in the Connty of Surry, 


* with whom, as his Sweetheart, he had kept Company for the ſpace of Four Years ; 
* with the Particulars and Circumſtances attending ſo: Monſtrous a V Vickedneſs, all 
very Remarkable and Amazing, with the manner of the Diſcovery, his being Ap- 
prehended and Committed to the Marſbalſea Priſon, where he remains in Horror 
of mind in order to his Tryal, cc. - g As F i 7 
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the frequent Exemples of Juſtice might give a ſufficient check to mens minds, yet 
we find the Puniſhment of many offenders, net forcible enough to deter others from 
F the moſt Exormons of Crimes, viz. Shedding of Blood, and Deſtroying the Creatures of 
S their ewn likeneſs,on whom God hath ſtamped his own Image, but among all rhe Cruel Scenes. 
of Humane Rage and Barbarous Murthers that have lately happened, wepreſenr the Reader - 
with onein this Paper, very Terrible and Dreadful, conſidering the Circumſtances that at- 
tended it, viz. 
One William Cloſe, fornetime a Servant to aneminent Citizen and Trader in London, hav- 
ing, about four Years ſince, contrafted a Familiarity witha Young Womaa that lived by the 
' Royal Exchange in Cornhil, and at ſundry times they had meetings together, and wentabroad 
to Treats, and merry Meetings, ſo that they were not only ſuppoſed, by the Kindneſs and 
Familiarity that appeared, to be extraordinary Lovers, but ſome concluded them to be Man 
'and VVife, though, ſince this Fatal Accident, no ſuch thing, as far as we cag Learn, 
'1s evident. | 
This Familiarity continuing, there at laſt ſeemed to appear ſome ſigns of Melan- 
choly and Diſcontent in either of them, eſpecialy in. the Countenance of Cloſe, how 
ever, though not only his Countenance and Athons made it. apparent, yet he di- 
ſembled it as well as he could, and they at certain times/ met as formerly, though 
the laſt meeting proved/the molt fatal, they had (as weare informed) ſeveral little Quarrels 
before, but Reconcilements of Friends, and their own humours made up the breach between 
them, when on Sa##rday the 2d. of Seprember,it wasagreed between them to go to Lambeth on- 
ly by themſelves, where firft they went to an Alehouſe on the back ſide of the Town, & there 
ome words paſſing between them, the young Woman, apprehending ſome danger from +. 
his 1 owring Looks, and riſing paſhon, threw away the Knife, that was brought in with 
ſome Bread and Chees, and bid the Girle, that came in with it, take it away, fo that, mifling 
of his opportunity to miſchief her there, he flattered her into a belief of his well nicsting 
and good Intention towards her, and with many per{waſions, drew her to a Tavernnear the. - 
| Church, where calling for a Pint of Wine, and ſome eatables, he (as it is ſuppoſed) took his © 
opportunity (all at unawars to her,) toſtrike her over the forhead with the Pot, which nor 
only wounded her, but bruized, and dinted the Pot very much, at which ſhe gavea Lamen- 
table Cry, but whither the people of the Houſe did not preſently hear it, or mind it, is un- 
certain, but however, before they came up, her throat was cut with a Knife that had been 
brought up before, her windpipe being cut in ſunder, and ſhe in the Convullions of Death, 
Strugling and Panting, though invain, tor Life, with great Eftufion of blood, ſome of which 
was {prinkled on him. | 
| Uponthis diſmal ſight, there being none but them twoin the Room, he was apprehended 
as the Murtherer, and being carryed before a Juſtice of Peace,upon his Examination he mace: 
ſuch Slender and Frivelous Allegations for himſelf, that they made more againſt him, than for 
Excuſing him,wherupon he was Committed to the Marſbalſea Priſon ; in Southwark where he 
new remains in order to his Tryal for wilful Murther. It is faid, during theſe familiarities, 
he had a Child by this young Woman,though not Marryed to her,whic might probab y be 
one main matter of breeding che diſcontent between them. 


7 * TRANGE and Amazing are the Prodigious Wickednefles of this Age ; and altho' 
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